 (Date)

Re: House Bill 4159 to designate the Black Swallowtail Butterfly as Michigan’s State Butterfly

Dear
I am writing to encourage you to support House Bill 4159 to designate the Black Swallowtail (Papilo polyxenes) the State Butterfly of Michigan by encouraging that HB4159 be placed on the House agenda in a timely manner.
Michigan is one of two states that has not designated a state butterfly.  Designating the Black Swallowtail as the official State of Michigan Butterfly is an excellent choice for the following reasons:
· Butterflies are pollinators which are essential to the success of Michigan’s agricultural and tourist industries.
· The Black Swallowtail resides throughout the entire state.
· The Black Swallowtail overwinters in Michigan as a pupa, making it a full-time resident of Michigan.  This contrasts with other butterflies which leave our state for warmer climates much of the year.
· Because the Black Swallowtail is easily identified and a full-time resident, it is an excellent candidate for educational opportunity.  Given the concern regarding pollinators in our environment, what a perfect way to start teaching children and citizens of all ages about the importance of pollinators to our diverse crops and natives.
After several years of work on this initiative, it would be wonderful if the State of Michigan would support HB 4159.
Thank you very much for your consideration and support,
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