
Congratulations Michigan Garden Club Members! Senate Bill 167 proposing the Black Swal-
lowtail Butterfly (Papilio Polyxenes) as the official State of Michigan butterfly was introduced in 
the Michigan Senate on March 6, 2019 by Senators:

• • • • • • •

Curtis Hertel Jr.: 23rd District (Lansing)

Winnie Brinks: 29th District (Grand Rapids)

Ed McBroom: 38th District (Marquette)

Erika Geiss: 6th District (Taylor)

Marshall Bullock: 4th District (Allen Park, Lincoln Park)

Paul Wojno: 9th District (Macomb Co)


Currently, SB 167 has been assigned to the Government Operations Committee for action. The 
members of this Committee are:

• • • • •

Senators:


Mike Shirkey: (Chair) 16th District (Branch, Hillsdale and Jackson Counties)

Jim Ananich: Minority Vice Chair, 27th District (Flint) 

Dan Lauwers: 25th District (Huron, St Clair, and Sanilac Counties)

Aric Nesbitt: 26th District (Allegan, Van Buren Counties Kentwood)

Stephanie Chang: District 1 (Wayne County)


If you are represented by one of these senators, please write to your senator and ask him to 
support SB 167 by referring it to the full senate for a vote!


We need the help of every Michigan Garden Club member and every supporter they can find to 
get this bill passed! What can you do? Please, write, email or call your senator and ask him or 
her to support SB 167. Attached is a form letter that you can adapt to send to your senator. 
You can mail it or you can e-mail it. If you don’t know who your senator is you can go to this 
website:


http://www.senate.michigan.gov/FindYourSenator/michiganfys.asp?lookup=Y


and enter your address and it will tell you who your senator is. You can use the same address 
on the model letter for all state senators.


The 2017-18 version of this bill was never taken up by the Government Operations Committee. 
We don’t want that to happen to SB 167. The Government Operations Committee will need our 
incentive to take action on this bill. You may offer that incentive by writing, calling, emailing or 
visiting your state senator.  Does your state senator have coffee hours in your community? In-
vite your fellow garden club members, neighbors and like minded interest groups to join you at 
the senator’s next coffee hour.  


Do you have stakeholders in your community who would also support SB 167 making the 
Black Swallowtail the official State of Michigan Butterfly? Please contact them and ask them to 
join you in writing or visiting your State Senator.


Do you work with school groups in educating them about butterflies? Under the “Projects Tab” 
on the Michigan Garden Clubs website you’ll find a link to educational resources. There you’ll

 find a fabulous curriculum for use with schools along with a beautiful brochure on the Black 
Swallowtail developed by our Birds, Bees and Butterflies Committee. We also include the Na-
tional Garden Clubs booklet on Butterflies for use with schools and communities  


http://www.senate.michigan.gov/FindYourSenator/michiganfys.asp?lookup=Y


Do you work with Girl/Boy Scout Troops?  See the Michigan GardenClubs website for the 
steps to a partnership with Girl Scouts that will help Girl Scouts achieve their “Inside Govern-
ment Badge” by studying the Black Swallowtail Bill process.


The Winter 2015-16 issue of Thru the Garden Gate reported that the Birds, Bees, and Butter-
flies Committee completed extensive research on Michigan butterflies before recommending 
the Black Swallowtail (Papilio Polyxenes) as the official State of Michigan butterfly. Their rec-
ommendation was based on the following:


• The Black Swallowtail is a full time Michigan resident. Most butterflies are part time Michigan 
residents but the Black Swallowtail overwinters as a pupa in Michigan— making it a full time 
resident and an excellent choice for school groups to study.


• The Black Swallowtail is fairly large—3-4 inches in diameter making it easy to be seen.

• Some butterflies reside in very tall trees. The Black Swallowtail prefers flowering areas

   and natural areas filled with red clover, common milkweed, butterfly weed etc.

•  Each Black Swallowtail lives 2+ weeks with 2-3 generations per year. The Black Swallowtail 

can be found throughout the State of Michigan.

• Butterflies are pollinators—key partners in Michigan’s agricultural and tourist industries.


47 of the 50 states have an official state butterfly, state insect, or both. Michigan does not. Mi-
chigan Garden Clubs, Inc. hopes that  Michigan will join those states that celebrate the pres-
ence and value of butterflies by passing SB 167.  With your help it WILL happen!


Please monitor the Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc., website for updates. You’ll find the informa-
tion under the “Projects” tab : Black Swallowtail.


