
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
prohibits discrimination in all its programs 
and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where 

applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual 

orientation, genetic information, political 
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 

of an individuals’ income is derived from 
any public assistance program.  (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs).  

Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, 
audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s 

TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TDD).  To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write to USDA Director, 

Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Ave., S.W., Washington D.C. 20250-9410, 

or call (800) 795 - 3272 (voice) or (202) 
720-6382 (TDD).  USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.

USDA Statement of 
NonDiscrimination

Contact Information

Supervisor�’s Office
Phone:

TTY:

Toll Free: 
Website:

Baldwin Ranger Station
Phone:

TTY: 
Address: 

Loda Lake
A National Wildflower 
Sanctuary
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Pink Lady�’s Slipper

Sweet Scented Water Lily

American Goldfinch

Conduct and Ethics
• Dogs must be leashed.
• Hiking and foot travel on trails only.
• Do not pick or remove wildflowers.
• No bikes or pack animals allowed.
• Use only dead and down wood for fires.
• Build fires in fire rings and grills only.
• This area is open to hunting.

Directions from White Cloud - 
• Travel north on M-37 for 7 miles.
• Turn left and travel west on 5-Mile 

Rd.
• Turn right and travel north on Felch 

Rd. for 1 mile.
• The site is located on the right side.

A Recreation Enhancement Act Fee 
is required at this site.

GPS 
Coordinates

Wild Columbine

Recreation fees help pay for the facilities 
and services at this site. Contact a Forest 
Service Offi ce or visit our website to learn 
more about recreation fees and passes.  

Pitcher Plant

Witness the Wonder of 
Wildflowers

W: 85.83088  N: 43.638028
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Loda Lake Wildflower Sanctuary

The area around Loda Lake was once a vast virgin 

pine forest. The Pere Marquette Railroad 

harvested the timber in the late 1880s. Shortly 

thereafter, the land came into the hands of the 

Hanson family, railroad stockholders from 

Chicago. Mr. Hanson felt the land was worthless 

but Thomas Hunt, a family friend, convinced him 

that it could be successfully farmed using scientific 

methods. The Hunt family farmed the area for 

several years (1909-1916). 

Hunt first cleared the pine stumps left behind from 

timbering. He then built a four-room house, a 

large sheep barn, a modern hip-roof barn, a milk 

house, an icehouse, a bunkhouse for farm hands, a 

windmill with water tank, and a chicken house.

Hunt also planted apple and peach orchards and 

grew navy beans, corn, millet, alfalfa and oats. 

The Hunts left the area when Mrs. Hunt's health 

concerns forced them to move away. A succession 

of tenants continued to run the farm though none 

were as successful as Mr. Hunt.

Frederick Hanson built a substantial summer 

home on the other side of the lake (c.1912) 

complete with servants' quarters, a caretaker 

cottage and an art studio for his son-in-law, 
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Michigan Garden
    Clubs
Trail Map

The Hunt family at the farmhouse

History of Loda Lake

C 1 Albert Schmidt's Studio

C 2 Hanson family's summer home

C 3 Servants' quarters 

C 4 Hanson family's garage 

C 5 Caretaker's cottage

C 6 Farmhouse

C 7 Garage for the farmhouse

C 8 Sheep Barn

C 9 Silo

C10 Hip roof barn

Cultural Trail Sites

Michigan Garden Clubs, Inc. support and assist the 

US Forest service in managing and planning for the 

future of this sanctuary. 

Visit the Michigan Garden Club website 

(www.michigangardenclubs.org) and select 

Projects for information on docent –led hikes, 

programs available for presentation to groups and 

organizations, and how to volunteer on scheduled 

work days or serve as a docent. 

You will also find information about how to make a 

donation to help preserve the future of this unique 

Michigan resource.

Albert Schmidt.  Some of Schmidt’s art work is on 

display at the Newaygo County Council for the Arts 

Gallery, in Fremont, Michigan.

The land was declared “sub-marginal” in 1937 and 

the Hanson heirs sold it to the US Forest Service. 

At that time, members of the   Federated Garden 

Clubs of Michigan (now Michigan Garden Clubs, 

Inc.) were looking to establish a wildflower 

sanctuary in the state. The Forest Service met with 

club members and a cooperative agreement was 

signed in 1949, a partnership that continues to this 

day.

Cultural Trail .4 miles (one way)

Loda Lake Trail 1.2 mile Loop


